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Si3mrner-time  is  porch  time,  isn't  it?    We  have  a  big  screened  side 
porch  opening  off  the  living  room.    As  soon  as  spring  comes,  I  begin  to 
plan  how  I  will  use  the  porch  for  the  summer,     I  don't  happen  to  have  any 
reg-ala.r  porch  furniture  —  just  a  lot  of  time-worn  wicker  furniture  that 
has  b^en  stained  and  varnished  again  and  again  and  made  to  do  duty  in  the 
living-room,     Sorr^  day,     as  I  tell  Uncle  Ebenezer,   I'm  going  to  have  a  whole 
new  living-room  sot.     ('Tnat  I  mean  is  spelled  s-u-i-t-e,  and  the  French 
pronounce  it  "sweet"  but  the  iurnitm*e  dealers  call  it  a  "suit,"  and  I 
prefer  to  talk  a,bout  a  "set."    Talce  your  choice.)    VJell,  whenever  I  got 
my  sot,  or  suit,  or  suite,  the  wicker  furnitui'c  will  become  the  porch 
furniture;  but  in  the  m.eantime,  it's  moved  out  every  May,  and  in  every 
October,  and  in  and  out  when  it  rains,  or  when  people  insist  on  sitting 
inside. 

So  much  for  the  nucleus  of  our  porch  fixings.     This  spring  I  found 
good  mr?.ny  things  heA  grown  pretty  shaUby.    Here's  hov;  I  freshened  them 
up,  vv"itl:oLit  spending  very  much  money. 

The  couch  swi:ig  was  the  worst.     The  kh^ki  covering  was  stained  and 
dingy,  but  I  did  not  want  to  hr.vc  the  couch  all  done  over.     I  found  a 
remnant  of  heavy  cretonne,  with  a  jade-greon  backgro^md,  and  gay  flowers 
in  orange  and  blue  and  lavender  —  all  colors  that  v;ould  harmonize  with 
other  f^3Tnis?nings ,  and  \,'ith  s-'ommcr  bouquets.     For  the  mattress  of  the 
c  mch  swing,  I  made  a  cover  with  pleated  side  pieces  reaching  nearly  to 
the  flour,     I  tied  the  cover,  by  means  of  tropes,  to  the  mattross  buttons 
■u-nderneath.     For  the  canvas  ends  of  the  sv^ung  I  made  slip  covers,  too. 

Some  of  the  same  cretonne  was  used  to  cover  the  cushions  of  the  four 
v;ickcr  chairs  and  the  scat  that  matches  them,  and  I  had  enough  left  for  thueo 
cushioiis  to  tuck  in  among  other  gay  porch  pillov/s. 

T/c  have  roori  o.t  the  other  end  of  om"  porch  for  a  cot  with  springs, 
which  we  find  inval-oablc,  for  use  as  a  day-bed,    A  cover  of  monlc's  cloth 
maJ-:es  it  into  a  comfortable  couch,  stacked  with  pillo^-s  with  bright  covers 
of  :ru?.terials  v/hich  vrill  stand  a  little  careless  handling.     As  often  as  not  th 
are  used  on  the  floor  or  steps.    ITncn  somebody  wants  to  tp.ke  a  smimer  after- 
noon nap,  this  end  of  the  porch  can  be  screened  off,  and  on  a  very  hot  night 
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it's  the  coolest  place  in  the  house  to  sleep.     One  sio^aner  when  Billy  was 
laid  up  with  a  broken  leg,  ho  spent  almost  the  whole  suirjner  on  this  couch. 

I  bought  four  of  the  inexpensive  chairs  that  cone  unfinished,  and 
painted  them  a  beautiful  jad:-  grcan  to  harmonize  with  the  cretonne.     I  o.lso 
painted  the  legs  and  the  edges  of  a  folding  card  table  green.     I  have  two 
green  covers  for  it,  so  there's  alv/ays  a  clepji  one  on  hand.     Some  people 
prefer  oilcloth  for  porch  use  and  for  card  tables.     Wc  use  the  table  for 
just  about  everything  —  for  games,  for  afternoon  tea,  for  meals  if  there 
are  only  foi;jr  of  us;  for  cutting  out  patterns  and  other  dressmalcing  needs, 
for  letter-YTritii-.g,  and,  if  it's  too  s\,mny  on  my  v;ork  porch  to  be  comfortable, 
fof  shelling  peas  or  fixing  other  vegetables. 

Of  course  I  have  some  ferns  and  other  potted  plants  about,  and  a'--'- 
fack  for  the  magazines  that  seem  to  accujnulate  so  fast.    Around  a  little 
Jog  in  the  wall  I  have  some  shelves  v.'here  I  keep  extra  vases,  and  a  dust 
brush  and  duster  (in  a  concealing  box)  to  take  up  scraps  and  malce  s^jrc 
cliairs  are  clean  enough  to  sit  on. 

I  used  to  laugh  at  the  elaborate  crocheted  things  people  often  have 
on  the  backs  of  their  porch  chairs  in  the  country,  thinking  it  was  a  fright- 
ful waste  of  time  to  do  all  that  work  on  mere  "tidies,"  as  Uncle  Ebenezer 
calls  them.    But  I  found  out  a  long  time  ago  that  it's  a  good  idea  to  cover 
chair  backs  and  seats  on  porches  in  some  way  so  as  to  protect  light  dresses 
and  sumi:ier  suits.    Personally,   I  find  tie-on  covers  of  cretonne  or  washable 
fabrics  easy  to  make  and  keep  clean. 

If  I  have  any  amount  of  suminer  sewing  to  do  I  move  my  sev/ing  machine 
down-stairs  to  the  living-porch.     It  is  just  another  table  when  it's  closed, 
and  by  having  it  there  I  am  able  to  t  alee  advantage  of  an  odd  morning  or 
afternoon  hour  without  going  upstairs  where  I  can't  hear  the  door-bell  be- 
cause of  the  hijum  of  the  miachine.     I  love  to  sew  out  of  doors,  don't  you? 
Where  I  can  look  up  once  in  a  while  and  enjoy  my  surroundi.rg s . 

ViTe  have  a  work  porch  back  of  the  kitchen,  too,  which  is  fixed  up,  as 
one  m.ight  say,  chiefly  for  business  purposes.     I  have  a  worktablc  out  there 
and  can  sit  down  and  string  beans  or  peel  potatoes  in  comfort.     There's  a 
folding  shelf  that  I  use  for  arranging  flowers,  for  spreading  out  foods  to 
cool,  and  for  receiving  groceries  and  supplies. 

0"'jr  sleepirig  xoorch  is  over  the  large  living  porch,  and  we  all  sleep 
there  in  hot  weather,    A  curtain  can  bd  arranged  to  divide  the  sleeping 
porch  into  two  parts.     I  use  cretonne  bed  covers,  with  a  great  deal  of  black 
in  the  material,  because  out-of-doors  beds  arc  found  to  suffer  from  dust 
blown  over  them.     Drop  curtains  and  screens  are  a  necessity  on  most  sleeping 
porches,  and  for  some  exposures,  awnings;  but  very  little  other  furnishings 
is  needed. 

I*ve  certainly  talked  longer  than  I  meant  to  about  porches.  By 
the  way,  it's  a  good  idea  to  have  water-proof  covers  for  beds,  for  sudden 
rains  come  up,  perhaps  when  one  is  away  from  the  house,  and  e^ferything  inay 
be  drenched.     That's  one  reason  for  trying  to  fix  the  porch  up  as  inex- 
pensively as  possible. 

We  have  a  great  many  porch  suppers  with  our  friends.     I  have  evolved 
a,lmost  a  standard  menu  for  these  little  supper  parties.    Perhaps;  vou  wot^I'^ 
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like  to  have  it:    A  salad  —  ha.rd-cooked  e^g,  sali-ion,  tima  fish,  fruit,  or, 
on  special  occasions    >  chicken;  thin  buttered  hread,  or  sand\7ishe5  if  any- 
one will  niaJve  them  for  me;  a  fruit  drink  or  iced  tea;  cake  or  cookies.  Ice 
cream,  of  course,  may  "be  added  as  a  little  surprise  once  in  a  v/hile,  or  a 
fruit  •        ■"  short  calce,  easily  made  v/ith 

whipped  cr::iic[  and  whatever  fruit  is  ohtaAnr.hle. 

To  meJce  hard-cooked  egg  salad:    Allow  one  or  one  and  a  half  hard- 
cooked  eggs  to  each  person.     Cut  each  egg  lengthwise  into  ahout  six  pieces, 
and  arra,nge  on  lettuce,  on  individual  plates,  in  the  form  of  a  daisy,  with 
yellow  m.ayonnaise  in  the  center.     Or  cut  the  eggs  in  halves  lengthv;ise ,  and 
"devil  the  yolks  "by  mixing  them  with  seasonings  to  taste  —  mustard,  cg,ycnne 
or  tohacco,  salt,  vinegar,  and  mayonnaise.    Pack  neatly  back  into  the  v;hites 
and  arrange  on  lettuce.     Everybody  is  sure  to  like  this  salad,  made  either  way. 
If  you'd  rather  serve  chicken  salad,  however,  you  will  find  a  recipe  in  the 
Hadio  Cookbook.     Or  you  can  ha^re  any  combination  of  raw  vegetables  in  saldd 
that  may  appeal  to  you. 

The  program  tomorrov/  will  b3  on  canning  —  in  partiaOar,    how  to 
can  corn. 
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